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(Reuters) - The number of people who died from COVID-19 in South Africa rose
on Tuesday by 2,634 to 18,599, more than the 10,000 deaths recorded a day
earlier, the health ministry said. FILE PHOTO: A general view of Coronavirus

disease (COVID-19) cluster is seen, in the absence of a vaccine, at a house in
Johannesburg, South Africa, April 4, 2020. REUTERS/Khoista Chitsulo The
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increase in deaths included those caused by COVID-19 - the illness caused by
coronavirus that has so far killed around 5,000 people globally and has

infected more than 1.4 million. The total number of confirmed cases has risen
to 62,498. The death toll is the highest outside China, where it has been raging
for more than four months. South Africa’s cases are the highest in Africa, but
the number of cases per million people is only a fifth of that in Russia and the
United States. The figures are the first since the emergency was declared in

South Africa on March 15. The move came as health experts are sounding the
alarm over a slowdown in the rate at which the spread of the pandemic has
slowed. Many are convinced this decline will be reversed, meaning South

Africa could be heading for a second epidemic of COVID-19. South Africa has
one of the best health systems in Africa, which is why many in the community

were shocked by the high death toll. “There were so many deaths, my first
thought was that it is some kind of aberration and not a spread of the virus,”

said Alberts De Bruyn, a 48-year old doctor.
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