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scorn and shunning. It is sad to say that
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If you are reading this, you probably
aren't either. For most people in the
developed world, the'middle class'
simply doesn't exist anymore. Our
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differences In their book, Modern
Family Dynamics, Drs. Ellis and

Hoffman identify and discuss three
major family dynamics that have swept
through the Western world during the

past 50 years: * Fathers became
homemakers. (Thankfully for most of

us, these dads have since, or are soon
to, move back into the workforce,
which has real advantages for the

children as well as for the family, in
many respects.) * The divorce rate

soared. * The new parenting order is
moms and children live at home with

their mothers. (This is good news, as I’ll
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explain in a moment.) * Kids spend
more time with their mothers. I work a
lot, so my kids spend a lot of time with
their dad. This includes friends, dates,
and even time with his parents, my in-

laws. I don’t see any of them except my
dad. He sees me and my kids two or

three times a week. This is not an
exclusively'modern' phenomenon.

People in families have always lived in
ways quite different from our own. Not
so “middle class” Over the last century,

an amazing transformation has
occurred. Middle-class families, which

once were so common, are now largely
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a thing of the past. According to a
report by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and

Development (OECD), the average
family income in the USA is less than

$58,000 for one adult and two children.
For a definition of middle class, the

median family income in the USA needs
to be somewhere in the neighbourhood

of $80,000. Why is this important?
Some people say it’s because income
means so much more than what we

once considered ‘necessary’ items. Like
food and shelter. A diet of raw

vegetables But I think that’s a load of
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crap. It’s because we have to be
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