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sense.The internet is not very mature yet: the

average age of users is 33, according to the Pew
Internet Project. “The digital divide is getting

wider,” says Catherine Nash, a chief technology
officer at the online education platform

Skillshare. That’s why some schools are making
their own private networks, so that all the

students in a particular school can access them.
Schools in Baltimore and Philadelphia have now

teamed up to use the network, built by the
nonprofit 826DC nonprofit organization, to

share worksheets, videos and other educational
materials. The program is being rolled out at 30

schools this month, with plans to expand it to
1,000 schools next year. The idea behind it, says

Catherine Nash, the Skillshare CTO, is “to
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create more digital literacy and collaborative
learning environments.” The most recent data
from the U.S. Department of Education shows
that 22 percent of high school students do not

have the skills needed to use digital technology,
even though almost one-quarter of all U.S.

adults do. “Tech is becoming a necessary part of
your education,” says Nick Tamburri, an 826DC

board member and CEO of the newly minted
D2L network, which stands for digital learning
networks. “We are trying to move away from

being a collection of individual classrooms and
having students compete with each other for

access to an expensive technology.” The
problem has become increasingly acute in recent
years. Almost 7 million students dropped out of
high school in 2010, according to data from the
National Center for Education Statistics, and the
rate of high school completion is the lowest in

more than 40 years. More than half of U.S.
adults have a postsecondary degree, according to
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a survey conducted by the New America
Foundation, while only 22 percent of 25- to

34-year-olds hold one. Technology has always
had a central role in schools, especially in the

K–12 setting, but it hasn’t yet been incorporated
into core curricula at the postsecondary level.

“There’s a lack of integration of technology and
skills in the teaching and learning process,” says

Mark 2d92ce491b
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