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BPM Studio Professional 491 Fullrar.Larissa Maran has all the credentials to head the Federal Court's administrative tribunal.
But her nomination to the position was thrown into question this week when it was revealed that she has been investigated for

official misconduct. A long-serving bureaucrat in the Immigration Department, Dr Maran is a leading light of the department's
racially exclusive, non-adversarial immigration detention practice. On Friday, Professor Ruth Boon, the former president of the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, called for Dr Maran's nomination to be withdrawn. "If there is to be a process of oversight of
the department's practice, it is essential that it is independent," she said. "Dr Maran has been the subject of a serious and very

serious investigation. "We are asking that the nomination be withdrawn, and that there be an independent investigation."
Professor Boon's call came after an investigation of Dr Maran was completed in the wake of reports last year that she had

encouraged officials to destroy evidence of deaths in immigration detention. The reports said she had brought the matter to a
senior Immigration Department official's attention. Professor Boon's independent investigation was to establish whether Dr

Maran had encouraged immigration officials to destroy evidence, and whether she had failed to consider adequately the
potential risk to detainees and their families of alleged interference in investigations. The ABC has been told that Dr Maran had
not formally responded to the investigation. Dr Maran has been a close ally of Australia's immigration minister, Chris Bowen,
who last year was forced to acknowledge that his department was allowing children to die in the immigration detention system.
"The public service must be independent, and it must operate independently of the executive branch," Professor Boon said. "If

there is to be oversight of the department's practice, it is essential that it is independent." On Tuesday, Labor immigration
spokesman Scott
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